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EL CAMINO STUDIES PARK . . . Serious consideration now 
is being given Torrance Ball Park as th« home field for El 
Camino Warriors grid team next year. Studying plans for the 
potent,at use of the well-known ball park, now used by El 
Camino for baseball, are officials shown above, left to right: 
Forrett G. Murdock, president of El Camino College; George 
W. Stevens, Torrance city administrator; C. G. Arfwedson, busi­ 
ness manager of El Camino; and Dale Riley, Torrance city super­ 
intendent of recreation. (Torrance Herald photo)

' The, prospect that El Camino College might play its home 
1948 football games at night in Torrance Bull Park faded yes­ 
terday as Superintendent of Schools ,1. Heririch Hull frowned 
upon the proposal that Torrunce High School enter Into an 
agreement with the city for the use of Hie park for night 

high school games. f-
President Forrest G. Murdock, 

of El Camino College, and Busi­ 
ness Manager Carl Arfwedson, 
conferred with City Administra­ 
tor George W. Stevens and Rec­ 
reation Director Dale Riley at 
the park Monday regarding In­ 
stallation of bleachers and alter­ 
ation of lights to accommodate 
the crowds expected at football 
games next fall.

to the expense Involved, the city 
could not make the necessary 
improvements to the park, install 

new shower and locker rooms 
and bleachers for the single El 
Camino season. However, it 
was acknowledged, if the High 
School should decide to play at 
the field, financial arrangements 
could be made which would be 
worthwhile to the three govern­ 
ment agencies, and needed al­ 
terations to the field could pro­ 
ceed. V

to consider the ball park as a 
field for high school night foot­ 
ball, El Camino officials are 
said to have dropped any In­ 
terest in the proposal, since city 
officials declare they do not do- 
sire to alter the park for tho 
single season to accommodate 
one Institution. Tho cost would 
run into thousands of dollars.

Hull expressed tho opinion 
that whatever expenditure of 

<* school funds Is made should be 
| j made on school property, and 
"f not in a transaction with the 

city involving use of property 
not belonging to tho school dis­ 
trict.

El Camino will soek arrange­ 
ments elsewhere, and might pos­ 
sibly bo able to provide a light­ 
ed field at Alondra park, if 
shower and locker rooms can be 
arranged.

Meanwhile, Torrance High 
School Is faced with" providing

(Continued on Page 4-A)

March 4 Last 
Day To Register 
For City Vote

Non-registered electors of Tor­ 
rance must qualify to vote for 
the coming city and school dist­ 
rict elections before midnight, 
March 4, according to City Clerk 
A. H. Bartlett, who directs the 
handling of registration in the 
entire area for tho County 
Registrar of Voters.

Those who have moved since 
lust registering, or who failed to 
vote at the last general election 
and have not since registered, 
or newcomers who have resided 
In their precinct for 30 days, in 
the county for W) days, and In 
tho state for one year, must 
qualify In order to vote on April 
13, when three members of the 
City Council, five City Charter 
unuMidments, and three members 
of the Board of Education will 
be decided.

In order to aid outlying dist­ 
ricts, deputies are In the field, 
according to City Clerk Bartlott.

In Southwest Torrance, serv­ 
ing Wulterlu, Hollywood Riviera 
nnd Seaside Hancho.s, is George 
P. Thatchor, at 3008 Newton st., 
telephone Frontier 7160.

In North Torrance, serving 
residents of the whole area In­ 
cluding the new Torranco Manor 
tract, is Mrs. Lela V, Conner, 
18002 Prairie ave.

Other deputies are In the field 
and those who desire may regis­ 
ter dally in the City Hall, ex­ 
cept Saturday, from 8 n.ni. (o 
(5 p.m., it wan announced.

Port Retail 
Clerks Dispute 
Before N.L.R.B.

Next step in the dispute be­ 
tween the Retail Clerks Unions 
(A.P.L.) and the San Pedro 
Business Men Associated will 
be up to Washington officials 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board, it was stated here to­ 
day. Eugene Purver, regional 
board examiner, said the find- 
Ings of. the Los Angeles board 
have tfeen forwarded to Wash- 
jngton and any action, taken,. will 
be announced from the national 
office. He declined to say what 
the local board had r e c o m- 
mended.

The dispute grew out of "un­ 
fair labor .charges" filed against 
the union for refusing to meet
for collective 

picketing.
bargaining and

in Torrance, the Labor Rela­ 
tions Committee of the Retail 
Division of the Torrance Cham­ 
ber of Commerce met with the 
union on Tuesday afternoon. A 
special contract was negotiated 
with the union's secretary, Has- 
kell Tidwell, covering Torrance 
merchants and clerks, subject to 
ratification and approval by the 
retail division members here.

Construction 
Starts On Five 
New Store Units

Ground was broken at the 
corner of Gramercy avenue and 
Cravens street this week to 
make way for the construction 
of a five-unit store building, to 
cost approximately $26,000, ac­ 
cording to Dominick Cusollto, 
of San Pedro, owner.

The building with 5000 square 
feet of floor space, will have 
two stores facing on Cravens 
and three on Gramercy. Being 
constructed by the firm of 
Hahn-St. John of Hawthorne, 
the building will be of modern 
design and frame-stucco con­ 
struction.

Other buildings and construc­ 
tion for which permits were is­ 
sued during the last week in­ 
cluded the following:

J. Bntt'S, 1828 Arlington ave., 
alterations, $200; J. and P. Hel­ 
ler, 18404 Hawthorne uve., ad­ 
ditions, $2000; C. M. Severln, 
1403 Cota ave., residence at 2018 
320th St., $6750; Virgil Bolles, 
15200 Atklnson ave., metal sign 
at 1750 Carson St.; Flrostone 
Stores, Inc., 2525 Flrestono hlvd., 
Install stool door.-* at 145-1 Mar- 
celina ave., $800; W. J. Elllott, 
1801) West 228th st, addition, 
$3160; Chicago Bridge & Iron 
Co., 21401 South Madrona, ad­ 
dition to office, $2000; Ksthcr 
BnBman, 2205 West 203rd st., 
alterations, $200; J. HJ. Kettler, 
32800 Narbonne ave., residences 
at 2786 and 2748 Grameroy ave., 
$5880 each; and L. K. Kimmel, 
4341 ',4 Prospect ave., Loa An- 
gelow, residence at 1820 Hickory 
ave., $3800.
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COMMUNITY STUDIES BOND 
PROPOSAL OF 51,602,000 FOR 
NEW SCHOOLS IN TORRANCE

There are enough children of prc-school age In Torrance to 
fill two schools the Ni/c of Torrance Elementary School, ao- 
fording to u survey just completed.

Superintendent of Schools ,1. Henrlch Hull said that the 
survey, made In connection with the proposed bond Issue for 

-- -     -           

Torrance Stores 
Abandon Friday 
Night Opening

Abandonment of the plan to 
keep Torrance retail stores 
open on Friday evenings waft 
voted this week by the Retail 
Merchants Division of the Tor­ 
rance Chamber of Commerce, 
it Is announced by Charles 
V. .Jones, president.

"Torrance merchants have 
agreed to maintain the regu­ 
lar Saturday evening store 
hours an has been the custom 
for so many years," Jones 
added.

now schools in Torrance 
shows that there are 1489 child 
ren of ages one through five. 

Tho pro-school survey, con 
ducted by students of Torrance 
Junior High School, showed 136 
children age five and not In 
school; 316 age four; 282 age 
three; 271 age two; 234 ago 
one; and 250 under age one.

The Board of Education, In 
studying a bond Issue for four 
new school plants and expan­ 
sion of others, totaling $1,602,- 
000, is anticipating that enroll­ 
ment in tho elementary school 
will double in the next two 
years. Elementary enrollment 
now is more than 2000.

The building program anil 
bond issue was endorsed in 
principle by the Torrance Edu­ 
cation Advisory Committee last 
Thursday.

It proposes four 15-unlt 
plants, each costing an esti­ 
mated $283,000, for Kcttler 
Knolls, North Torrance, \Va»- 
teriu and the lilvlera section; 
HlO-unit addition to Fern Ave­ 
nue School, estimated to cost 
$178,375; expansion of Perry 
School to eost $52,000; ex­ 
pansion at Torrance Element- 
ary to cost $20,000; practical 
arts equipment at Torrance 
High School costing $75,000; 
u Icafetcrla at the high school 
costing $75,000; and an admin­ 
istrative unit costing $75,000. 
"This is a tentative proposal, 

and we aro getting an exchange 
of ideas," Superintendent Hull 
said. "Until tho Board takes 
final action It must be so con­ 
sidered.

In several quarters, tho 
amount Is being considered out 
of proportion to needs of the 
next two years, and an effort 
is being made to reduce the re- 
quest on the contention that 40 
units will be sufficient to care 
for the needs of tho district for 
several years.

The proposal calls for 70 
units, the 15-unit plants includ­ 
ing eight classrooms, kinder­ 
garten, looms, cafetorium, of-
__ (Continued on Page 6-A)

Catholic School 
Here Ready For 
Students Soon

Nativity Parish school, which 
Is being completed for some 300 
pupils of elementary grades, is 
entering final stages of con­ 
struction, and will be ready for 
occupancy late in the spring, ac­ 
cording to tho Rov. P. J. Me- 
Guinness, pastor of Nativity 
Catholic church. The school is 
being built at Acacia avenue 
and Carson street.

Father McGulnnoss also an­ 
nounced that a drive for funds 
now is under way by members 
of the Nativity church to build 
a residence for the faculty of 
nine Sisters who will staff the 
Nativity Parish school. The 
residence will bo constructed at 
1421 Cota avenue,

Tho school opening 
anticipated by many par­ 
ents who now arc sending their 
chlldiim to out-of-town parochial 
schools, or public schools, and 
who desire to have them in­ 
structed In tho local parish In­ 
stitution, it was said.

Tho eight-room school is be­ 
ing constructed at a cost of 
upwards of $160,000, and the 
Sisters homo will cost an addi­ 
tional $40,000, according to re­ 
ports.

passe 
Feb.

, I I.,

PASSES . . . Rev. Frank B. 
Mechling, retired minister of 
the First Lutheran Church, 

away in Thornvilie, Ohio 
19, it was learned early 

this week.

Rev. Mechling, 
Former Lutheran 
Minister, Passes

The Rev. Frank B. Mechling, 
former minister of the First 
Lutheran church, Torrance, 
passed away Feb. 19 in Thorn- 
ville, Ohio, according to a tele­ 
gram received by Mrs. V. An- 
dcrson, treasurer of the church.

The Rev. Mr. Mechling re­ 
tired last November and re­ 
turned to his home s t a t e of 
Ohio to live with his sister, Mrs. 
W. H. Walser of Thornvilie, O. 
The former minister survived 
his wife of 36 years, Edith L. 
Mechling, by three months. His 
wife, foimerly active in the 
church choir, died approximate­ 
ly three months ago, it was 
said.

Funeral services for the min­ 
ister, who built the new church 
edifice in 1941, were held Feb. 
24th the telegram said. Inter­ 
ment was at Glondon, Ohio.

The Rev. Mr. Mechling came 
to Torrance In October of 1931 
from Columbus where he had 
been minister of the Lutheran 
church for 13^ years. He was 
married in Ohio in November 
of 1911. There are no surviving 
children. Other than his sister 
he Is survived by a twin bro­

DEADLINE ON CLASSIFIED 
ADS NOW TUESDAY, 6 P. M.

Kffttetlvi! immediately, the closing time for acceptance of 
classified advertising scheduled for the current week, will be 
Tuesdays ul (I p.m.

Both the Torrance Herald office at 1880 Kl 1'rado and the 
Lomllu MOWN office at 34703 Narbonnu avenue will remain open 
an hour lator than usual, until (I p.m., each Tuesday for 
ac-c«ptunc<! of chpiNllled ads. However, the coo|x'niHoii of ad­ 
vert I wrs In submitting ropy well In advance of this closing 
hour will Iwt gruutly appreciated. It takes tlnw to do a job of 
handling and Netting copy. Won't you give us an opportunity 
to render the. be.Ht of ftervlon?

All classified ads are printed In BOTH the Torruncn Herald 
and the Lomita Now* for ON 1C charge, and may l*> telephoned 
or left at either nownpuper office.

TOKBANCK IIKH/M-P, IMStl Kl 1'rado, Phone Torrnnct- III.

THIS CALLS FOR ACTION
(An Editorial)

From seven to ten homes in the vicinity of Prairie avenue 
and 182nd street would have gone up in flames early Tuesday 
morning if it had not been for a favorable wind.

Burning shingles flying from the house at 181st street ond 
Prairie avenue threatened homes as far as 500 feet away. Had 
the usual wind carried one flaming ember to a nearby row of 
palms, the whole row of homes along Prairie avenue would have 
gone up in flames, with possible loss of several lives.

The reason?
1. No water. Only one hydrant in the whole area happened 

to be in front of the burning home. The pumper was too 
powerful for the gravity pressure on the nearby tank and 
caused a vapor lock, rendering the fire engine useless. Portable 
extinguishers were ineffective.

2. No fire fighting equipment except at the Central station 
in downtown Torrance. The little 40-gallon trailer stationed in 
North Torrance is a disgrace to the city, and almost wholly 
ineffective. It was 12 minutes after the call was placed before 
equipment reached the fire.

3. Lack of familiarity of residents of outlying areas with fire- 
fighting methods, and not enough water in a garden hose 
to make a spray,

Torrance finds itself in the position of locking the barn after 
the horse is stolen, but it MUST NOT happen again.

Nearly 200 homes have been built in North Torrance in 
the past six months. They need protection.

The City of Torrance should lose no time in providing a piece 
of adequate fire-fighting equipment, properly manned, in North 
Torrance at once.

There should be no delay in laying the water lines in North 
Torrance for which the people of the district voted and are 
now being taxed.

We cannot wait on ceremony. This problem dern&nds action.

FOR ELECTION AS FINAL DATE

ARSON SUSPECT HELD AS 
TORRANCE HOME BURNS

Torranee voters this week wore anticipating the filing of 
final pctlttuiiK of nomination for office us members of the City 
Council anil Hoard ol (education, in connect ion with the April 
l.'f municipal election.

Three members of the Clly Council will be elected, and 
* three members of tho Board of 

Kducation will bo chosen. 
In addition, two o-dinanc' 

three amendments to th<City Pays Back 
$10,000 on Loan 
From Water Dept.

The City of Torrance now 
owes ToiTancc Municipal Im­ 
provement District No. I 
(the central water district) 
only $35,000, as a result of 
action by the City Council 
Tuesday night.

The Council transferred 
$1(1,1100 In sales lax receipts lo 
the water district, thus cut­ 
ting the ilehl r-oni * 15,0110 to

The debt of the city lo the 
water district at one time hud 
been $70,000. The money was 
"borrowed" (o carry the city 
finances over lean periods a 
lew years ii|{o.

George M. Winchester was bonked on suspicion of arson 
by Ton-am* police Tuesday nlfiht, following his arrest at the 
8er:io of his biirned-out home at litlOl Pi'allic avenue.

Torrance Fire Department members answered an alarm 
telephoned in by neighbors and arrived at the scene of the fire 

'early Tuesday to find tho house 
complotoly engulfed in flames, 
according to Firo Chief J. E. 
McMaster. Arson was suspected 
duo to tho lack of evidence as 
to tho cause of tho fire and 
duo to tho nature of tho bla/.o, 
McMaster said.

According to investigating of­ 
ficers, Winchester is said to 
have made tho otatemont that 
ho would burn down tho lion?" 

Torrance door-to-door workers before 
for the 1948 Rod Cross cam­ 
paign this March will s&fe <-a 
quota of $6,500, Mrs. A. L. 
Hudson, chairman of the drive 
announced this week as final 
preparations were made for the 
launching of the campaign. 

Eleventh-hour instructions will

Red Cross Fund 
Drive Quota 
For City $6500

Mrs. Hudson of 20713 Shearer 
avenue this week received her 
appointment as fund chairman 
for the 1948 campaign.

An ardent clubwoman, a de­ 
vout church worker and a civic 
leader of note, this marks Mrs. 
Hudson's 16th year as an active 
worker in Red Cross work,

Internal Revenue 
Officer In City

  ho would grant posses­ 
sion to his wife, recent I y 
Swarded the dwelling in a prop­ 
erty settlement.

Although the house was be­ 
yond saving at the time of 
arrival of equipment from the

 ntral fire station, McMastei

Document Copies

atus of North Tonance. Only 
sovon pounds of water pres­ 
sure registered at a nearby hy­ 
drant, and the central station 
engine was unable to draw with 
vsry much suction duo to the 
possibility of a vapor lock, Mc­ 
Master said.

Tho 40-gallon "little rod wa­ 
gon" of North Torrance was

Disappointed parents and 
school children who were not 
able to get alinard the 1'Yee. 
tlom Train on Its recent four- 
day visit to Ix>s Angeles have 
nil opportunity of seeing u 
majority of the documents re­ 
produced in photostat form ul 
the Tornuice City library, 
where they are now on tils- 
play, according to Sirs. I). II. 
 lamieson, librarian.

The display, which will con­ 
tinue for the next two weeks, 
consists of sonic of the more 
important replicas of the Free­ 
dom Train's "cargo," such as 
the original draft of Lincoln's 
Gettysburg address, the Un­ 
ited Nations Charier, the l-asl 
M e s s a g e from Corrcgldor, 
Washington's Farewell Address, 
the Kill of Kights, the May­ 
flower Compact of I (!'!<! and 
many others.

and 
City

Charter of Torranee will bo 
ad!-d upon.

As tho Torrance Herald went 
to press last night, only one 
petition for election to the City 
Council had been filed, by 
Nicholas O. Drale, of North Tor- 
ranco. ^

However, petitions had bpen 
taken out by William E. King 
Jr.; C. Merton Gilbert, incum­ 
bent; J. Hugh Sherfey Jr., ma­ 
yor, presumably for B. C. BUx- 
ton, incumbent; George W. 
Downing; H. M. Watson antl 
Vorn Babcock, throe petitions.

Councilman W. H. Tolson told 
(tie HoraM yesterday that he 
was umloeidfid as to his candi­ 
dacy at tho April 13 election A 
former mayor, ho has served the 
city in tho capacity of mayor 
and councilman for several 
terms.

Likewise, Buxton declined to 
announce his candidacy.

For Board of Education, potr5 
lions weir taken out for Mrs. 
Grace WVight, vice president of 
tho Board; Carl Stoolo and 
George P. Thatchor, incumbents.

Petitions of nomination for 
all city offices must bo t'ilod by 
March -I, next Wednesday at 12 
noon, according to election laws.

In addition to the elections of 
members of the City Council 
and Hoard of Education, throe 
amemlmfiils 1" the City filial tfi 
and I wo ordinances will be 
ruled upon by the voters on 
April 13.

Amendment No. > 1 to the 
Charter is that one requiring 
that elections of members of 
tho Board of Education bo hold 
in accordance with the Educa­ 
tion code rather than tho Elec­ 
tions code, thus removing them 
from tho regular city elections.

Amendment No. 2 provides 
for Iho permanent establish­ 
ment of tho City Manager form 
of government for Torranco.

Amendment No. i> asks that 
"draw poker" bo ell m i n a 11- d 
from Torrancu by making 'it 
illegal lo license or conduct tin- 
j'ami' in Torrance or pel mil

(Continued on P.-um 0-A)

qualifying her well for her po- useci to little effect, the chief
sition of honor. said. Hydrants in that locality

Urging all solicitors in this aro fed from an 800-g a 11 o n
area to complete their assign- wooden tank filled by a well at
ments "as early as possible," Bailey and HIcknian drives. The
the chairman pointed out that ]j nos aro j n such a bad state
this year the Red Cross peace- of ,.0pa ir that a horse recently
time program will bo the groat- kicked n hole in one of tho
est in its history. pipes, city officials .said.

Carl's 5 and 10 
Stores Opening

Hall Next Week In Torrance

CITY WORKERS APPROVE 
FIVE-STEP SALARY RAISE

While Mi.- question of seniority rights of older city em­ 
ployees, particularly In the Police anil Fire Departments, -.till 
is bohiK pressed, Torrance clly workers have votud 88 to 12 
In favor of the five-step plan for salary adjUMtments, adopted 

by the City Council. *         ._...-.. ...... ...-.-
provides a salary of $263. The 
fifth step would place them at 
$304, and by point of service 
most of them would be receiv­ 
ing this figure, had the fivo-

if' 'all '"employees "wore""'"new"" j st°P Plan hoon adopted five 
Members of the Police and Firo : years ago. Captains start at 
Departments, with pay scales I $290 under the new plan, and 

 ell under those of Los Angolos i "°w got $280. However, they go

The State Personnel Board, 
which made a survey recently, 
upon which tho salary plan was 
based, had ruled that tho five- 
step plan be placed in effect as

and State -departments, had to $349 in five years, and each
urged that they bo classified of tn<  would ̂  got the muxi- """"

Archie N. Vance, chief field 
deputy of the .Southern Cali­ 
fornia Bureau of Internal 
Uovonuc, has announced the 
opening; In Torrance of n torn 
porary revenue office to as- 
slst residents with their 1017 
Federal Income tax returns.

Tin) office will he open In 
the City Hall from March I 
through March 5 from 8:(lt) 
a.m. U) -1:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

"Again this year we will 
send deputies to numerous in­ 
dustrial organizations, but the 
number will lutve to be ma­ 
terially reduced because of our 
shortage of available working 
personnel," Vance declared.

Riley Given 
New Position i

City Recreation Director Ualci 
Hlley WHS handed a now job by' 
the City Council Tuesday night, I 
In addition to his other duties j 
and with no Increase in pay. I

Riley occupies I ho temporary i 
appointment as license and sales 
tax Inspector for the Clly of 
Torranee. i

His job Is similar to that of 1 
an agent of the State Board of 
Equalization, it was pointed! 
out, although he still has the i 
heavy responsibility of tht? Roc-1 
real ion Department. '

according to length 
but the Council has denied this; 
consideration. i 

As a result, beginning patrol-!
Carl's lie. I Oc and T.c 

Stores, a chain organi/atiim 
operating llmmgliuiil Soiilh- 
ern California, have rented 
the modern store biilldinu nl 
1512 ('ravens uve., and nil 
open for business next I'ri 
day, March 5, It was iHscl<>.,.\i 
yesterday by Sam Levy, own­ 
er of the building.

The Cravens menu,- Iniili! 
IIIR, which has been o«-npleil 
by the Levy Home Ma 'I, r, 
one of the finest store strut- 
lures In the downtown area. 
All merchandise of the Levy 
Home Marl Is belnu moved 
to 1815 Sarlori me. in Hie 
store room formerly occupied 
by the Wlielun Onm Stores, 
ttdjuceiil Ul the Sum l.tny 
Department Store, Mr. Levy 
states.

Weather Report

Temperature recoi dings for 
tho week as noted by the offi­ 
cial weather station In Torranee 
wore as follows:
F«h. Maximum Minimum

mum if seniority wore recog­ 
nized at this time.

Tho plan, which must bo 
adopted in ordinance tornj, pro- 
views for live one-year stop-tips  linen will L;rl $2-12 instead of thf'ljn

present .$1210 starting pay, but | Approval by a great majority 
anil fire engineers ! of city workers of the plan 

dors actually take a prepared tho way for its final 
"etil." Where they adoption by tho Council, It was 

.yjiln. i he fii si M.p,.said.

THEY LIKL II ... City employees voted 82 to 12 in favor of 
the five-step salary plan by which most citv employees get an 
immediate raise in pay, with annual increases for five yeais. 
Here, art Sergeant W. H. Huslam, June Whitt and Engineer 
Gene Walker, Fire Department, casting, their ballots in Hie 
election. (Torrance Herald photo)


